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I yjfalBYA mUUtTSm WITH DISIMTEGEATIGli 


Igypt is currently meddling in the internal and interna- 


tional affairs of its next-door neighbor, Libya, is such a way 
that it Jeopardises the very existence of the two-year old king- 
dom, thereby threatening American and Western military and politi- 
cal interests is its existence and stability. 

Libya is a federated state composed of three provinces — 
Tripolitania , Cy resales and the Tessas. They have little natural 
unity, but were consolidated by the Waited Vat ions in December 
1951 under a constitutional monarch , Kim Idriss , who is also the 
religious head of Cyresaica. The king offers Libya no inspiring 
leadership; in fact, he eeems more interested in retiring to his 
ancestral hills and allowing the infant state to disintegrate. 

Vie people are economically poor and largely illiterate, without 
political consciousness, and the government depends on British 

t 

financial assistance. There are politicians and cliques but no 
real administrative talent. There is, however, an able, pro- 


Western prime minister, Mahmoud Muntasser, presently in conflict 
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with tli© king. 

The situation generate* serious political, ©cononic and 
,<t»ialetrsti.. probl«., and tit. w>‘ data, with poor all- 
around Ladarnhlp, la confronted with prwsnlag Probln*n i» for- 
. 1 *. affair*. Xrpt i* tryix to draw Why. firwly i»to th. 

Arab eawpi Italy, which took Libya away trow th* Turk, ia 19U. 
i» trying to proaot* a tr*aty providing it with a favorabl* **ttl* 
**at of it* property data*! and both Prase* and Britain want mill 


tary base agreements. 






The Halted States has a !•**• »»<* isportaat airbase at 
Vheelus field 1* siles east of Tripoli. Th* base was aeqaired 
daring the war but we hare bees suable to get a forsal agreement 
to as* it. Lacking this agreement, we haw* sot paid a rental fee 


for its ess. The Libyans have proved difficult os this subject 
by continually raising th e proposed annual fee and talking a.fceat 
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*e are following this course because we want Libya to con- 
tinue. The king has no sale heir, has bo national leadership, 
and is surrounded fey poor advisers. He has interfered eo such 
recently with the norsal administration of the country - last week, 
be summarily removed three top administrators -that Prime Minister 
Mus t asser is on the verge of resignation. Should this occur, th© 
dissolution of the kingdom becomes a real possibility since there 

is no one interested in Libyan unity capable of replacing him. 
ozv'ir 
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Egyptian activity in Libya is not helping the situation 
either. Egypt appears to be interested in achieving a preeminent 
position of influence in Libya. To that end, Cairo is influencing 
the kin* and hie advisers. It is sending teachers for the local 



Libya’s Arab and loslee character naturally incline it toward 
the Arab states. Its admission to the Arab League on 28 March was 
accordingly a logical development which draws Libya away from the 
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West. This adds to the disintegrating tendencies already at 
work, subverting Libyan unity and integrity and presenting the 


lest with another Arab-Western problem. Should Cairo under the 
inspiration of its ambitious Tice Premier Colonel Hasr adopt a 

tougher line toward the Vest, it would probably reflect itself 

t 

in Egyptian activity in Libya. 


These developments do not serve American military or politi- 
cal interests in Libya, nor do they advance the moral and polit- 
ical Interest that the Chited Wat ions has is the continued ex- 
istence of Libya. The situation accordingly is such that Libya 


could break apart. 
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